
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           28th August 2025 

 

 

PUBLIC FOOTPATH REF P12 BLACKFORDBY 

 

Appointment and Brief 

Platt White Partnership have been appointed by Mr M Ball of 116 Butt Lane Blackfordby, DE11 

8BH to assess the position of the public footpath Ref P12 Blackfordby relative to the south west 

boundary of 116 Butt Lane. 

 

This report has been prepared by Robert Benjamin Sunderland, Partner in Platt White 

Partnership, having been a Professional Member of the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors 

since 2002 and holding the post nominals M.R.I.C.S and (Hons), graduated with a Bachelor of 

Science Degree in Building Surveying in 1993. 

 

Documents used to form opinion on the position of the footpath 

1. Proposed Diversion of Public Footpath P12. (part) at Butt Lane, Blackfordby Plan number 2575     

(P) scale 1:500 including location map produced by Leicestershire County Council (LCC). 

2. Plan number 2575 (P) Proposed Diversion of Public Footpath P12, Blackfordby, published 6th 

July 2020 scale 1:500 provided by Samantha Ireson (SI) LCC on 22nd April 2024. 

3. Extract from Definitive Map of Public Rights of Way for Leicestershire Public Footpath P12 

Blackfordby, scale 1:10000 (LCC)  

4. 1957 Definitive Map (LCC)  

5. 1958 Ordinance Survey Map. 

6. Aerial photograph dated 28th February 2014 overlaid with plot and boundary detail lines scale 

1:500 (LCC). 

7. Aerial photograph dated 12th June 2020 overlaid with plot and boundary detail lines scale 1:500 

(LCC). 

8. Extracts from topographical survey carried out in September 2024 by GP surveys. 

9. Gov.uk. A guide to definitive maps and changes to public rights of way -2008. 

10. Highways Act 1980. 

11. Copy of the diversion/ extinguishment of public rights of way application for 200 Butt Lane 

Blackfordby dated 14/7/20. 

12. Various correspondence with LCC and exchange of emails with reference to plans. 
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Observations. 

The 1:10000 extract drawing from the definitive map has the direction of P12 marked in black 

dotted lines. It is noted that these lines are so large that much of the details of boundaries, plots 

and road formation are hidden at the scale produced. However, it has been confirmed that the 

1:10000 extract is an accurate copy of the 1957 map (SI 24/6/25) and as such we have utilised the 

details that are available on this map in conjunction with the extract. 

 

We have also utilised the 1958 OS map of the subject area which has assisted in our understanding 

of how P12 was recorded at the time. 

 

The 1957,1958, 1:10000 and plan number 2575 (P with location plan) all carry Ordinance Survey 

grid lines which have assisted greatly in providing accurate reference points. 

 

The 2 aerial photographs have also proven to be useful in providing some reference points with 

the 2014 version being particularly useful since it carries more details than the 2020 version. 

 

The GP topographical survey has also provided accurate locations and dimensions of existing plot 

positions, boundaries, and road location within the subject area. 

 

Physical measurements have also been taken on the ground which have provided reference points 

which support the integrity of the exercise, this has enabled us to provide the drawing referenced 

MBBL-01 which combines properties, boundaries, footpath position etc into one plan. 

 

Critical measurements are also shown on extract from the 1958 OS Plan referenced 1958-1 and 

1958-2 and these are used in the drawing of MBBL-01. 

 

The following photographs show the footpath on the rear boundary of number 114 and 114a. The 

1st photograph shows the original gate off the footpath into the original bungalow plot of 116, 

this gate predates the 1957 plan. The gate is positioned approximately 18m from the rear left 

hand corner of number 114 in and easterly direction. The 2nd photograph shows the gate erected 

by LCC rear left hand corner of 114, the corner of the timber fence is 49m from the kerb on Butt 

Lane as referenced on the plans included with this report. These photographs also provide 

evidence the path is positioned immediately on the fence line. It should also be noted the distance 

of the gate in the 2nd photograph is 1.8m from the LH metal post to the fence which is the 

definitive footpath width. 
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Conclusions. 

The line of P12 on drawing number 2575 (P), (there are 2 drawings with this reference), show the 

path to be curved on the route from Hepworth Road to number 200 Butt Lane and on its route 

from 200 past Brecon, Thorndale, Whitegates, 114 and 116. 

 

Both the 1957 and extract definitive map and the 1958 OS version do not indicate any such 

curvature. 

 

On the drawing 2575(P) the angle at the change in direction of the footpath at number 200 has 

been calculated to be 155.5 degrees when measured with a digital angle rule. 

 

However, the 1957 definitive map and the 1958 OS map show this angle to be 153 degrees, a 

substantial difference, the angle of 155.5 degrees has the effect of rotating the legal line of the 

P12 footpath anti-clockwise (eastward), away from the rear boundary fence of properties Brecon 

to Whitegates and closer to the property at number 116. This is a significant distortion of the line 

of the footpath shown in the definitive and 1957 maps. 

 

The location of plots and boundaries on both 2575(P) drawings differ from drawing MBBL-01, this 

drawing has been prepared to compare overlays of plot positions and boundaries with the GP 

survey drawing and other actual measurements taken at the site. There are clear discrepancies in 

the 2575(P)-drawing relative to the survey drawing and therefore drawing 2575(P) is unreliable 

and inaccurate for use in confirming the correct position of the footpath. 

 

Drawing MBBL-01 clearly demonstrates the public footpath is positioned along the rear boundary 

of Brecon, Thorndale, Whitegates, and 114 at a width of 6 feet (1.83m) 

 

We have also considered the application for the diversion/ extinguishment of public rights of way 

and would make the following observations. 

 

With reference to the declaration part of the application in which the applicant is asked to declare 

that, 

The right of way to be diverted is in no way obstructed and that it is fully available to the public 

and we undertake that it shall in no way be obstructed before the order is confirmed. Clearly this is 

at odds with the note of the 4th July. 
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Our client has also provided us with the attached photographs the first which was presented to 

Piers Lindley (Rights of Way Officer LCC) in 2017 the second is of recent origin. 

 

 
  

Way marker and stile at rear of No 200.           Way marker along rear fence of Brecon to      

                Whitegates, showing trodden path close to 

                Fence. 

 

Clearly P12 is blocked and has been since at least 2017 and as such the declaration made by the 

applicant is false. 

 

 

R B Sunderland 

BSc (Hons) MRICS 

For and on behalf of Platt White Partnership 
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